
English III: CP/Advanced 

Summer Reading 

“The American Dream” 

 

Objective: Analyze the concept of The American Dream in an independent reading project 

 

Essential Questions:  

 What is “The American Dream”?  Is the American Dream realistic? 

 How does the American Dream differ among individuals, sub-cultures, and social groups? 

 How is the “success” described by the American Dream defined? 

 

“The American Dream” refers to the commonly held idea that, in America, all people, regardless of their 

origins, are capable of achieving success through hard work and strength of mind.  

 

Your summer reading assignment is to select a book and analyze how it approaches the concept of the 

American Dream.  

 

Step 1: Select a book to read independently. 

We have included a vast list of books to choose from with information about each book to help you make your 

decision. Choose a book based on your interests, but please stick to the list.  

 

Step 2: Read it. 

Enjoy! Kick back in the summer sun with a cold drink and let yourself get lost in a good book.  

 

Step 3: Determine the message your book contains about The American Dream. 

Now that you’ve got a killer sunburn from hours spent reading your book outside (you just couldn’t put it 

down), spend some time in the air conditioning thinking about what it all means.  

 

What message does the book send about the American Dream? Is it real? Is it impossible? Does it only apply to 

certain groups of people? There is no single right answer for any book. Consider how your book answers the 

essential questions at the top of this page. Once you’ve decided what your book has to say about the American 

Dream, write that message (the theme) at the top of the included graphic organizer. 

 

Step 4: Support the message in Step 3 with evidence from the novel. 

Grab your book and the graphic organizer and settle in to do a little work. We’ve got to keep you fresh for 

September, remember.  

 

Using the graphic organizer, PROVE your claim about the book’s theme by finding quotes that support the 

theme and explain HOW each quote is relevant. Do not simply restate the quote in your own words; explain 

why it’s important. 

 

Step 5: Be prepared to discuss and write about your novel and its message in September. 

 

 

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF ENGLISH CLASS. POINTS WILL BE 

DEDUCTED FOR EACH DAY IT IS LATE. 

 

YOUR FIRST TEST GRADE WILL INVOLVE A WRITING ASSIGNMENT BASED ON THE BOOK 

YOU’VE READ. 

  



NAME: _______________________       English III: CP/Advanced 

Summer Reading 

 

Title of book: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What message does this book send about The American Dream? Write it in the box below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Support the message above using evidence from the book. Find THREE quotes that help support the idea in the 

box above. Include the page number of each quote. Write an explanation for how the quote supports the idea 

above. 

 

QUOTE EXPLANATION 
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SUMMER READING LIST FOR CP/ADVANCED ENGLISH III 

 

“THE AMERICAN DREAM” 

 

 

 

A Raisin in the Sun – Lorraine Hansberry (1951; 162 pages; Fiction) 

At the center of this essential family drama sits a $10,000 insurance check, which causes some degree of 

discord among the wife and children the deceased Mr. Younger left behind. Prior to his death, the patriarch and 

matriarch adhered to the facet of The American Dream promoting home ownership as the ultimate goal: a near 

impossibility for most African-Americans prior to the Civil Rights Movement. Despite some major setbacks, 

the survivors do manage to secure a new home, though their future remains rather uncertain. 

 

The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros (1984; 132 pages; Fiction) 

Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere from inner-city grade schools to 

universities across the country, and translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the remarkable 

story of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous – 

it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will 

become. Few other books in our time have touched so many readers. 

 

The Joy Luck Club – Amy Tan (1989; 354 pages; Fiction) 

Two generations of Chinese-American women share their stories of family, loss, love, life, and plenty of other 

themes in one of the most notable examples of immigrant literature. Despite differing motivations for crossing 

the Pacific, the mothers still perpetuate the theme of starting over in America and hoping to take advantage of 

the available opportunities. As one can probably assume, the transition proves smoother for some than others, 

illustrating a number of possible outcomes. 

 

How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents – Julia Alvarez (1991; 334 pages; Fiction) 

Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s brilliant and buoyant and beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters 

recounting their adventures growing up in two cultures. Selected as a Notable Book by both the New York 

Times and the American Library Association, it won the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Award for books with a 

multicultural perspective and was chosen by New York librarians as one of twenty-one classics for the twenty-

first century. Ms. Alvarez was recently honored with the 2013 National Medal of Arts for her extraordinary 

storytelling.  

 

In this debut novel, the García sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofía—and their family must flee their 

home in the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow a tyrannical dictator is 

discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life far removed from their existence in the Caribbean. 

In the wild and wondrous and not always welcoming U.S.A., their parents try to hold on to their old ways, but 

the girls try find new lives: by forgetting their Spanish, by straightening their hair and wearing fringed bell 

bottoms. For them, it is at once liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. 

How the García Girls Lost Their Accents sets the sisters free to tell their most intimate stories about how they 

came to be at home—and not at home—in America. 

 

Life is So Good – George Dawson and Richard Glaubman (2000; 288 pages; Non-fiction) 

In this remarkable book, George Dawson, a slave’s grandson who learned to read at age 98 and lived to the age 

of 103, reflects on his life and shares valuable lessons in living, as well as a fresh, firsthand view of America 

during the entire sweep of the twentieth century. Richard Glaubman captures Dawson’s irresistible voice and 

view of the world, offering insights into humanity, history, hardships, and happiness. From segregation and civil 

rights, to the wars and the presidents, to defining moments in history, George Dawson’s description and 



assessment of the last century inspires readers with the message that has sustained him through it all: “Life is so 

good. I do believe it’s getting better.” 

 

Money Hungry - Sharon Flake (2001; 187 pages; Fiction) 

Thirteen-year-old Raspberry Hill is starved for money. She will do just about anything legal to get her hands on 

the almighty dollar--wash cars, sell rotten candy, skip lunch, clean houses. She is obsessed. She is driven. She is 

afraid. Memories of being homeless, sleeping in the streets, and eating handouts keep Raspberry's eye on the 

only prize that matters to her: cold, hard cash. When the green stuff greases her palm, she gets comfort from 

feeling its crinkly paper power. And, when money is your best friend, there's more to do than hold it. Raspberry 

kisses her cash. She smells it. She loves it. 

 

But even money can't answer the questions that keep Raspberry awake at night. Will she and Momma ever 

move out of the projects? What did Ja'nae do with the two hundred bucks Raspberry loaned her? And what's 

really going on with Momma and that rich doctor? 

 

A haunting story of greed and forgiveness by the award-winning author of The Skin I'm In, this unforgettable 

novel will keep you glued to every page. Bank on it. 

 

 

Netherland – Joseph O’Neill (2008; 274 pages; Fiction) 

In a New York City made phantasmagorical by the events of 9/11, and left alone after his English wife and son 

return to London, Hans van den Broek stumbles upon the vibrant New York subculture of cricket, where he 

revisits his lost childhood and, thanks to a friendship with a charismatic and charming Trinidadian named 

Chuck Ramkissoon, begins to reconnect with his life and his adopted country. As the two men share their vastly 

different experiences of contemporary immigrant life in America, an unforgettable portrait emerges of an 

"other" New York populated by immigrants and strivers of every race and nationality. 

 

 

Steve Jobs: the Man Who Thought Different --Karen Blumenthal (2012; 320 pages; Non-fiction) 

Your time is limited. . . . have the courage to follow your heart and intuition."--Steve Jobs 

 

From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, dropped out of 

college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his parents' garage with his friend Steve 

Wozniack. Then came the core and hallmark of his genius--his exacting moderation for perfection, his 

counterculture life approach, and his level of taste and style that pushed all boundaries. A devoted husband, 

father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for over a decade, became the ultimate CEO, and made the world want 

every product he touched.  

 

Critically acclaimed author Karen Blumenthal takes us to the core of this complicated and legendary man while 

simultaneously exploring the evolution of computers. Framed by Jobs' inspirational Stanford commencement 

speech and illustrated throughout with black and white photos, this is the story of the man who changed our 

world. 


